
 

HDMI Alt Mode for USB Type-C   

FAQs 

 

Q: What is the cable called, is this an HDMI cable? 

A: Yes this is an HDMI cable, in this case a USB Type-C to HDMI cable. The cable maintains the current 

cable names including: Standard HDMI Cable, Standard HDMI Cable with Ethernet, High Speed HDMI 

Cable, and High Speed HDMI Cable with Ethernet. 

 

Q: When will cables be in the market, and will they be compliance tested? 

A: We are assuming that cables will appear in the market when the first of the new products launch. 

These cables are required to be compliance tested just like all HDMI cables. 

 

Q: What types of products can use the HDMI Alt Mode? 

A: Source devices that can be HDMI-enabled and utilize USB Type-C connectors could include tablets, 

laptops, PCs and smartphones. Those source devices will be able to connect directly to any HDMI display 

including HD and 4K TVs, PC monitors, projectors, and digital signage. 

 

Q: When will we see products with HDMI Alt Mode over USB Type-C in the market? 

A: That is up to the manufacturers, but there is currently demand for this technology so new products 

incorporating this may be introduced at CES 2017 and launching early next year. 

 

Q: Are there any advantages over other Alt Mode implementations which are already in the market? 

A: This allows native HDMI to be used in source devices, and for HDMI-enabled features and capabilities 

to be utilized, and to be directly connected to any HDMI displays. Other Alt Mode solutions do not 

enable HDMI-specific features and also require converters and connector adapters to connect to HDMI-

enabled displays.  A simple HDMI to USB Type-C cable can be used to connect USB Type-C devices to 

native HDMI displays. 

 

Q: Does the HDMI Alt Mode for USB Type-C follow USB requirements? 

A: It follows all necessary Alt Mode USB Type-C specification requirements. 

 



Q: Due to multiple Alt Mode implementations in the market in addition to HDMI Alt Mode, there may be 

confusion among the ecosystem and consumers, for example which signals on a device does the USB 

Type-C port enable? How is that confusion avoided? 

A: Manufacturers are responsible for clearly communicating the features of their products in marketing 

and sales materials, websites, user manuals, and in markings on their products themselves. In some 

cases manufacturers will be displaying HDMI logos. We are also working with USB-IF to make sure 

consumers can recognize when HDMI Alt Mode is supported on USB Type-C devices. 

 

 Q: What features of the HDMI 1.4b specification are supported? 

 A: HDMI Alt Mode will support all of the HDMI 1.4b features including:  

 Resolutions up to 4K 

 Surround sound 

 Audio Return Channel (ARC) 

 3D (4K and HD) 

 HDMI Ethernet Channel (HEC) 

 Consumer Electronic Control (CEC) 

 Deep Color, x.v.Color, and content types 

 High Bandwidth Digital Content Protection (HDCP 1.4 and HDCP 2.2) 

It’s up to manufacturers to choose which HDMI features they support on their products with USB Type-

C. 

 

Q: Who can get this specification? 

A: The specification is available to all active HDMI Adopters. 

 

Q: Will the cables be eligible for the Premium HDMI Cable Certification program? 

A: Yes they will be incorporated into the Premium HDMI Cable Certification program. 
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